
 

 



 
The Oregon Chapter, Sierra Club is heavily engaged in advocating for the conservation and recovery of the 
Tillamook & Clatsop state forests. Along with high-level work to change administrative rules and increase 
public awareness of these lands, we are also deeply invested in specific areas within the forests that provide 
essential ecological and social benefits. The proposed “Homesteader” operation in the Buster Basin of the 
Clatsop forest is of concern to us for six fundamental reasons: 

 

1. Logging the Homesteader sale areas will see the clearcutting of old-growth and advanced mid-seral 
forests. These stages of ecological succession are exceedingly rare on BOF lands on Oregon’s north coast 
and provide important conservation benefits. 
 

2. The Homesteader sale areas clearly provide high-quality older forest habitat for wildlife, with especially 
good future potential for the marbled murrelet. The significant environmental values represented by the 
areas in the Pre-operations report for the Homesteader sale merit long-term protection.  
 

3. The Homesteader sale areas are along the eastern side of a scenic stretch of the Nehalem River. On the west 
side of the river, there are numerous houses and pieces of land for sale. Real estate and aesthetic value 
could be drastically compromised by clearcutting, especially areas 2 and 5. If the operation is completed, the 
value of these properties may drop considerably. Given the slopes involved it will be very difficult to 
provide scenic buffers for both areas 2 and 5. 
 

4. In contrast to the Homesteader sale areas, there are dense pole stands within the Buster Terrestrial Anchor 
that provide significantly inferior conservation benefits. Such areas might be more appropriate for 
management and classification as DFC General. Therefore, serious consideration should be given to add 
the Homesteader area to the Buster Terrestrial Anchor, while removing less complex forest currently within 
the Anchor. 
 

5. Many large trees in Homesteader sale areas 2, 3, 4, and 5 have diameters between 30” and 60”. In public 
comment to the Board of Forestry, timber representatives have repeatedly noted that north coast mills are 
suited to logs between 14” and 28”. Furthermore, many of the large trees also display large, dead branches 
that will produce loose knots in the wood milled from the log. The Homesteader old growth is likely not 
ideal for mills in the region 

  
6. The Homesteader Pre-Operations Report contains numerous instances of information that do not 

accurately reflect the quantitative features of the stands being considered for logging. As this is a document 
attached to Annual Operation Plans, accuracy and precision are crucial for public oversight and engagement. 
This operation is just one case among several that we have found to be either misleading or inadequate in 
terms of its description of the forest. Significantly disconcerting is the lack of attention paid to rare, large 
old-growth trees. Measurement standards do not seem to provide an adequate accounting for these special 
forest features. Frequency and size of old trees should have their own descriptive cells in the “Current Stand 
Condition” spreadsheet, since these features provide such essential habitat. 
 

7. Earlier versions of the pre-operations reports included thinning operations that gross more money for the 
Department of Forestry and local taxing districts. These thins dwarf the gross dollars attributed to Area 2, 
yet were omitted in the most recent version of the sale. It seems likely that the thinning operations are both 
economically and ecologically preferable to clearcutting Area 2. 

 

The Board of Forestry is exploring a new land allocation approach to managing these forests. Riparian 
areas and older forest patches like this, which offer rare and important ecological values, should make 
up the backbone of the new “conservation zone”.  Areas such as are within the Homesteader planning 
process, especially need protection at this point, as well as into the future. If areas with significant old-
growth characteristics are clearcut before the new plan is implemented, the plan risks failure. 
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1. Clearcutting of Old-Growth and Advanced Mid-Seral Forests: Old growth forest is the rarest type of forest 
on Oregon’s north coast. Sale areas 2, 3, 4, and 5 display significant characteristics of old-growth forest: 

 
a. Large, natural canopy openings which are beneficial to biodiversity, a variety of wildlife species, understory 

health, and ground-level vegetation, (note: sword ferns are an indicator species for nitrogen-rich soils).  
 

Natural canopy openings, Area 3: 

 
 

Natural canopy openings, Area 2: 

 



b. Large, old trees which provide habitat for a range of species and indicate forest structural diversity and 
health. Trees of this height and age are very rare on the north coast. Moreover, logging interests have 
repeatedly stated the undesirability of trees over 60-years-old or over 28” in diameter. 

 
Giant, old tree, Area 2:  

 
 

Table 1. Area 2 Tree Measurements 

Tree Latitude Longitude DBH (in) Height (ft) Age (years) 

1 N 45°54.607 W 123°29.662 49 195 108 

2 N 45°54.609 W 123°29.673 60 209 126 

3 N 45°54.630 W 123°29.628 49 206 113 

4 N 45°54.620 W 123°29.637 57 211 120 

5 N 45°54.650 W 123°29.680 58 211 126 

 
Table 2. Area 3 Tree Measurements 

Tree Latitude Longitude DBH (in) Height (ft) Age (years) 

6 N 44°54.694 W 123°28.552 39 218 85 

7 N 45°54.690 W 123°28.552 45 202 87 

 
Table 3. Area 4 Tree Measurements 

Tree Latitude Longitude DBH (in) Height (ft) Age (years) 

8 N 45°54.620 W 123°29.637 57 211 114 

9 

  
37 180 79 

 
Table 4. Area 5 Tree Measurements 

 
c.  
d.  

 
 

Tree Latitude Longitude DBH (in) Height (ft) Age (years) 

10 N 44°55.42 W 123°28.96 30 189 85 

11 N 44°55.43 W 123°28.98 46 202 138 

12 

  
33 188 95 



Area 2, tree 2, included in cover photo. DBH = 152.7 Centimeters = 60.1 inches: 
 

 
 

c. Standing dead trees (snags) which provide habitat for a range of species. 
 

Snag, Area 4: 

 



d. Mixed age, biodiverse understory which provides habitat for a range of species and indicates forest health, 
natural processes occurring, and ecosystem stability. 

 
Understory, Area 3: 

 
 

Understory, Area 2: 

 



e. Downed wood which provides habitat for a range of species, substrate for seedlings, and nutrients for 
mosses, fungi, and seedlings. 

Downed Wood, Area 4: 

 
 

Downed Wood, Area 2: 

 
 



2. Older Forest Habitat for Wildlife, Especially the Marbled Murrelet: The Homesteader sale is within the 
nesting range of the threatened marbled murrelet, which has been shown to nest 35 miles from the coast in 
Oregon.1 The wide, mossy branches of old trees in the sale are potential future habitat for the murrelet. Given that 
murrelets commonly travel between their nest sites and their ocean feeding areas along river and stream corridors, 
the proximity of the Homesteader sale units to the Nehelam River is very significant. 

 
Habitat tree, Area 2: 

 
 

                                                 
1 http://www.jstor.org/discover/10.2307/1368273?uid=3739856&uid=2&uid=4&uid=3739256&sid=21104586874131 



3. Real Estate and Aesthetic Value: Areas 2 and 3 of the Homesteader sale are beautiful patches of large trees that 
overlook the Nehalem River. On the west side of the river, there are numerous houses and pieces of land for sale. 
These homes feature a view that will be drastically changed by clearcutting. If areas 2 and 4 are clearcut, the value 
of these properties may drop considerably. 

 

 
 

  



4. More Appropriate for Management: Areas within the Buster Terrestrial Anchor, designated as High Value 
Conservation Area in a Terrestrial Anchor do not exhibit significant ecological values, and may in fact be suitable 
for management operations and exchange for the proposed Homesteader sale areas. 

 
Young trees, Buster Terrestrial Anchor:  

 
 

Young trees, Buster Terrestrial Anchor: 

 



5. Not Ideal for Mills: Large trees slated for logging are frequently well over the stated desired diameter for north 
coast mills. The large, developed branches on these trees indicate, not only potential marbled murrelet habitat, but 
also knotty wood that may be less valuable to mills. The grade and value of the logs produced from this proposed 
clearcutting is likely to be considerably reduced by the large, dead branches on many of the trees. Why clearcut 
ecologically valuable forest to produce logs of marginal value for being milled into lumber? Indeed, will the logs 
produced from these areas have the values indicated in the Pre-operations report? 

 
Large diameter, knotty tree, Area 2: 

 
 
 



6. The “Homesteader” Pre-Operations Report: There are several instances within the Homesteader Pre-
Operations Report that do not adequately reflect the structural condition of the forest, foregoing key elements that 
ought to warrant public consideration during AOP comment periods. Old growth forest characteristics are not 
indicated as present, whether due to inaccurate data or inadequate data methods. 

 
Homesteader Pre-Operations Report Table 3. Stand Inventory Information 

Area Stand ID 
Measured 
/Imputed 

Species Age TPA DBH BA % SDI Net Acres 

1 24001 M DF 3 188 16 268 68 43 

 23989 M DF,CX 27 378 11 267 77 5 

2 23995 I RA,DF 64 145 17 230 57 44 

 24003 I DF,WH 114 176 20 364 85 7 

3 23996 I DF,RA 81 117 20 266 61 95 

4 23985 I DF 74 160 18 291 70 24 

5 23971 M DF 114 117 20 266 61 37 

 
Measurements taken by Sierra Club volunteers and staff—larger and typical trees were selected for measurement, alder 
trees were not measured (significant differences with ODF “Stand Inventory Information” have yellow highlighting): 
 

Table 1. Area 2 Tree Measurements 

Tree Latitude Longitude DBH (in) Height (ft) Age (years) 

1 N 45°54.607 W 123°29.662 49 195 108 

2 N 45°54.609 W 123°29.673 60 209 126 

3 N 45°54.630 W 123°29.628 49 206 113 

4 N 45°54.620 W 123°29.637 57 211 120 

5 N 45°54.650 W 123°29.680 58 211 126 
 

Table 2. Area 3 Tree Measurements 

Tree Latitude Longitude DBH (in) Height (ft) Age (years) 

6 N 44°54.694 W 123°28.552 39 218 85 

7 N 45°54.690 W 123°28.552 45 202 87 
 

Table 3. Area 4 Tree Measurements 

Tree Latitude Longitude DBH (in) Height (ft) Age (years) 

8 N 45°54.620 W 123°29.637 57 211 114 

9 
  

37 180 79 

 

Table 4. Area 5 Tree Measurements 
 

a.  
b.  

 
 

 
7. Omitted Thinning Operations: Earlier versions of the pre-operations reports (March 2013 and March 2014) 

included thins (PC-L) of two areas as part of the sale. These two thins totaled $1,069,600 gross (March 2014). 
Those areas/thins are no longer part of the sale. The Area 2 clearcut represents only $624,750 gross (March 2015). 
Additionally, a large portion of the project cost is likely associated with the road construction in Area 2, further 
reducing its net value in relation to the omitted thins. It is unclear why these thins were eliminated, and why there 
is an apparent focus on logging Area 2. Given the Department’s commitment to balancing values and benefitting 
local taxing districts, it seems likely that the thinning operations are both economically and ecologically preferable 
to clearcutting Area 2. 

Tree Latitude Longitude DBH (in) Height (ft) Age (years) 

10 N 44°55.42 W 123°28.96 30 189 85 

11 N 44°55.43 W 123°28.98 46 202 138 

12 
  

33 188 95 


